Have YOU an Immortal Soul?

LITTLE boy once asked me,
“What will happen when I die?

Will 1 go 1o beaven the very sec-
ond my breath goes away, or what?”
Those are questions that have been of
grave concern to humanity for ages and
they still exist today. Just what does the
Bible say concerning immortalicy?

Whar the Bible Says

if you wiil fook in a dicticnary you
wil} find thar immorrality means unend-
ing existence. In other words an im-
mortal bemg is one that will live for-
ever, Most preachers roday proclaim in
the pulpit and over large radic srations
thar man has an "unmortal soul”; that at
death he will either go to heaven or hell

aod hnre fnroves
and ourn I0revern

Bur do you know what the Bibla says
concerning this? "For the wages of sin
is death but the gift of God 15 erernal
fe" (Romans 6:23.) If a person
had eternal life abiding in him, how
would he receive the wager of his sins
which is death?

Can dessh mean crernal life, separat-
ed from God, in “hell fire™? Nowhere in
she Bible can yun find swch a starement.
Man is not immortal! But I can tell you
who would like for you to believe that
you agewSatan the devil, the DECEIVER
of the human race! He was the first o
prapagate such a story when he beguiled
Eve.

Remember, God wid Adam not o
eat of the tree of the konowledge of
good and evil. God said, "Bur of the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil,
thou shalt not eat of it for in the day
thou eatest thercof thoz shalt surely
bR (Genesis 2:17.)

How "“Immortal Soul” Teaching
Started

We know that God cunno? lie { Titus
1:2} so when he promises something it
pawst come o pass. But Satan had a doc-
wine of his own 8¢ one day he rofd
Eve when rafking to her concerming shis
forbidden tree, "Ye shall not surely die:
For God doch know that 1n the day ye
eat thereof, then yvour eyes shall be
npened and ye shall be as gods, knowing
pood and evit” (Gen 3:3-5) The
"gods” of mythology were supposed 1o
be dmmoreal, as GOD is immortal.

Thzs 13 where the docrrine of immor-
eality started, for here Satan told Eve she
wonld not die and that she and Adam
would &e ar godr—which she would if
she was an immormal soul. This &5 the
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know that he has bis minisvers this very
dzy proclaiming that message w millions
of people, and they believe it?

“In the latter times some shall depart
from che faich, giving heed ro seducing
spirits and doctrines of depile” {1 Tim.
4:1.) Satan 18 described as being a liar
from the beginning and the father of
lies. { john 8:44.;

¥es, God's word speaks plainly about
these false ceachers by which WE might
be decetved i these end tmes. So let us
“prove ALL things™ "For the time will
come when they will nor endure sound
docerine: but atter their own tusts shaii
they heap to themselves teachers, baving
uchimg ears: and they shall turn away
their ears from the truth, and shall be
rurned unio fables” (W Tim, 4:3, 4.)

The Truth Is Plain

The truth 15 dearly revealed in the
Bible. Quoting [ Corinthians 15:52-53
—"We shall not all sleep, but we shall
ail be changed . . . and this moral
must pxi on Unmortaiicy.” When? At
the last trumpet when Jesus Christ shall
“Come in afl his glory and all the holy
angels with im’ to reward cvery man
accarding as his work shall be. Remem-
ber that the reward or gift of Ged is
crernal life o immorealicy.

Siace this refers to mortal man juse
whar does the word mortal mean? The
dictionary states that it refers © one
wha is “liable 1o death” or one ther can
die. The Bible repeatedly states rhar
man is flesh and blood and that God
formed him of the dust of the ground.
Thar in the end he shail mro o dust
again. {Genesis 3:19.) God did not
pit in man some iMmortal Spifit sep-
arare from the body but he breatbed into
his nastrils the breath of life and "man
became a hving soul” {Gen. 2:7.) This
breath is wind as stated in Ezekiel 37:9-
10. Ezekizsl was commanded by God
“Then said he unto me, prophesy unto
the wixd, prophesy, son of man and say
t the wind, Thus saith the Lord God:
Come from the four winds, O breath
and breathe upon these slain that they
may live . . . aund the breath came ento
them and they lived” There it is,
plain language The people were dead,
without life, and the wind came within
them and they lived The wind, ar
breath, is what oxidizes our blood and
gives ug life. Srop a person from breath
ing and &e will DB,

The Soul Can Die

The soul 15 waz separate from the body

for “the soul thatr sinneth ir shall dée”
{ Exckiel 18:4, 20). Even the Dible
makes a plain staternent that the sow!

can dig Do you have faith in God's
word, or the teachings of men?

The life of alt Hesh is in the blood (Lev.
17:11}. Jesus poured out his soxd (life-
blood] for our sins (Isalah 3$3:17).
This is conclusive evidence thar the soul
can mean the animal life which 5 con-
tained in the blood. Tn verse 10, "When
thou shalt make his ol an offering for
sin,” refers to Christ as the iamb and his
body thar was offered for our sins
Therefore the soul here  refers 1o
Christ’s body.

The Bible stares definitcly *

The Bible stares definitely “that which
befalls man befalls the beast” As one
dies so dies the other and shey zil kave
ane breath! All go unto one place. All
are of the dust and all rarn o dust again
{Ecc. 3:19-20).

The Bible makes it very clear that in
the very day a man dies his thoughts
perish. "His breath goerh forth, he re-
turnech to his exvth; i shar very day his
thoughts perish.” (Psalms 146:4). After
death man does oot even remember
anything “for in death there is no e
membprance of thee” {Psalins 6:%).
Job knew that his life was wind for he
said " remember that my life s wind"”
{Jobh 7-74.

Jesus Baid So!

Jesus told Nicodemus, "That which ks
born of the flesh is flesh; and dhar which
is born of the Spiri is spiric” (John
2.0). He dida't say man was flesh and
spirit, but just plain flesh. Notw hew he
describes the man of the spirit—"the
wind bioweth where ir listeth and thou
hearest the sound thereof, bur canst not
telf whence ic comerh, and whither it go-
eth: s0 is every one that s born of the
spirit” (fohn 3:8;. To pur it in the
English of our modern tines, spitirual
or immortal man jus can’t be seew
with human eyes. But Jesus goes on fur-
ther and says “excepr 1 man he born of
water and of the spirit, he ¢annor enter
into the kingdom of God.” (Joha 3:5).
S0 man will be made spiric—bur when?

I Corinthians 13:53-53 is describing
the second coming of Christ at the last
trumpet when “this corruprible muse put
on incorraption, and #hir wortel st
Pyt on immortality” Paul states in this
chaprer thar flesh and blood (patural
manj cemmni inhérie the kingdom of
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Those unclcan animals 1n Perer's vi-
sivn were used to symbolize the gentile
race of men. They had formerly beer re-
parded as unclean. The Jews had been
torbidden ro associate with them because

{ their abominable practices. Bur now
the wall had beea broken dowa and sal-
varion was extended o the gentiles.
Pezer fnally realized that this was the
meaning of the vision and said, "Of a
trurh { perceive that God 1s no respecter
of persons: But in every naddon be thar
feareth him, and worketh righreousness,
is accepted with him” (verses 34.3%).

Yes, o be accepred with God, we
must fear Him anc{P work righteousness.
What s righreousness? .. Al thy
commuandments  are  righteousness”
¢Psalms 119:172). So let’s quit trying
to hide our faces from God's command-
ments—and begin o live by them!

Would YOU Eat Skunks
and Rats?

Bur suppose God had been wying to
rell Peter {aad us) thar he should ea:
all the chings comained in she sheer thas
was let down in vision. Would you eat
those “creeping things -—lizards, stakes,
spiders? Would you eac skunks and hy-
enas’ Of course you wouldn't! Why?
Because you have your oun law of what
you think is clean and vwaclean!

Common sense tells us char God did
not intend for us o eat al] crearuies, but
we just aren't willing oo fet our Creator
el us which mears will give us lasting
herith and strength, and which ones are
injurious w vur bodies, and will even-
wwally bring on more sickness and dis-
£ARL,

Seme prople waitt w argue with Godt
One text on this subject they wilt bring
up is found in ¥ Timorthy 4:1.5. Read it
carefully. Nouce that these “doctrines
of devils” include "forbidding to marey”
Whar church does that to certain of its
members?  Another false docirine s
“commanding to abstain from meats,
which God hach created ro be received
wich thanksgiving . . " By whom? "Of
them which believe and know the sraih.”
Wl is truthe Christ said, "Thy word is
truch” (John 17:17). Then che Beble
it revenls the rrarh about which
meats are 0 be thankfully received!

Notice that the false doctrine is com-
manding w0 abstun from mears which
are thankfully recerved by those who be-
licve and know the truth—who know
God's word. And the Holy Bible tells us
thar rhere wre some mears which are
“unclesn,” and are nor o he received
with thanksgiving,

Verses 4 and 5 rell us, "For every
creacure of God is good, and aothing to
be refused. 7f it be received with thanks-
giving, Far it is sanctified by the word

i Grd and praver.” What does it mean

The GOOD NEWS

when it suys that these creatures of God
are sanctified by the word of God and
prayer?

“Sanctify” 18 a word meaning o make
holy, of set apart for holy use of purpose.
Does the word of God sancify all the
unclean hogs, rabbits, snakes, and other
unclean animais? OF course not! Then
they cannot be received with rhanksgiv-
ing.

God's laws do not change. The divers
washings and camal ordinunces coased
becanse they were only physical types
of the working of the Holy Spirit and
the sacrifice of Christ. Bur God's basic
spiritual laws and physical laws (not
ordinances) stand fast “forever znd
ever' {Psalms 111:7-8).

Why doo’t men wake up and begin
to obey their creator? Qur hospirals and
insane asylums are overflowing. Many
docrogs are now telling us that eating
pork and other wrong foods is the cause
of a grear deal of all this suffering. God
knew all this and gave us raws which
would have kept us from rthis misery.
But we have refured 1o obey!

Let's guit following men, and church
boards, and arher self-appointed an.
thorities.” Follow Christ's command in
Matthew 4:4 to0 "live by every word of
God.” For 2 happier and healthier life,
let’s get back w the frwe teaching of
the Riblet

Why --IBBSgriﬁféﬁEas ter?

Continued from page O
but oo Saturday night. It was after mid-
night (verse 7), that they broke bread
because they were bungry. When they
“had broken bread, amd EaTEW, and
talked a long while, even 1! break of
day,” Paul departed.

So this was just an ordinary meall If
ven would like rhis verse explained in
much greater detail be sure w write for
the bookler, “The Sabbath of the New
Testament,” which is absolurcly free.

The same expression “break bread”
is found in Acts 27:34,35. "Wherefore,
1 pray you, take some MEAT . . . be look
Bread . . and when he had broken i,
HE BEGAN TO EAT” Agaip in Accs
2:48; “and breaking Eread from house
w house did FAT THEIR MEAT with
gladness” This could not possibly have
been the "Lowd’s Supper” or passover,
hecause Paul says thar i we take it w
satisfy our hunger, we rake i 10 our
condemnation. (} Cor. 11:34) in that
day, everyone “broke bread” ar ardinary
meals, because chey did nor have the
kind of bread that we slice. Jesus broke
hread beczuse it was ar the passever
supper, while "az meat” catng a meal

We need to return to the faith Jesuas
delivered to us. Let us humbly and
obediently observe this sacred ordinance
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as we are commanded, at the scriptural
time, after sunset, the 14th of Abib ac-
cording 1o the sacred calendar. If you
haven't as yet written where you can ob-
serve this ordinance as a2 memorial of
Christ’s death with brethren of like faich,
write us immediately.

Is Your Soul
Immortal?

Continned from page 7

God. But when we die we are "sown 4
nateral body; it s raised a4 spiritgal
body. There iz 2 namral hody and there
is a Jpiritwal body.” Now if we were
already immorcal, why would we need
0 puz on this immortality?

God's Grear Gift

Paul states in Romans 2:7, "To them
who by patient continuance in well do-
ing seek for glory and honor and im-
mortality, eternal Jife.,” This immorrtality
is a “gitr from God” {Romans 6:23).
Notice that immorality is ser some-
thing you are bos with! It s a GIFT!

Jesus Christ twme © Bymg Hnmor-
rality o lighr (11 Thn 1:10). Thar is,
w0 reves! 1o us the possibility of receiv-
ing it as God's gife-—wo make it known.
He died and ose from rhe dead in order
that death arigle oo reign over us, I
we are his (true Christians), we may
die BUT we will be raised up at his sec-
ood coming t1 Thess. 4:16).

To obtain the hope of the resurrection
;ou must "Repent, and be bapeized
every one of you in the name of Jesus
Chrise for the remission of sins and ye
shall receive the gifr of the Holy Ghose”
{ Acts 2:38).

Then, "4 the spirit of him that raised
up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he
thar reised up Christ from the dead shall
alse quicken your moreal bodies by his
Spiric that dwelleth in you” (Rom.
§:113. 50 it is ondy through God's spiric
that you may obtain immortality.

Who then bar immormality?  Jesus
Christ has. He alone of ali that have ever
lived in the flesh has immortality for in
reference o Chnist, Paul wrore in I Tim-
othy G:16, "who ONLY hath imumoreali-
17" So we know this means thar Jesus
Christ onfy, of 2ll men, has immorrali-
ty. Since they {Jesus and God the Fa-
thier 3 e of the same famity, God's Holy
Spirit, which 1s the very life of Gud,
dwells in both, This Spirit is the life-
giving germ chat God puts wichin us
upon ocur repentance and baprism, and
makes us the begotten children of God.

It ts God reproducicp, afier his kind!
He is forming his very nature and char-
acter within us so that in the resuerec-
tion we may “put on immorratity” and
be the sons of God!

g




